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CWA NEWS 

WELCOME 
 

Thank you to all our members for providing us with their 
newsletters, stories and photographs over the last few months.  

It has been a busy start to the summer, with lots going on across 
the country.  We are delighted to announce the success of so 

many groups with various funders, and look forward to seeing 

how these projects progress.  If you would like your news 
included in the next newsletter, please forward stories and 

newsletters to: rosslyn@communitywoods.org  

CWA TOUR BORDERS WOODLANDS  
WOULD YOUR GROUP BE ABLE TO HOST A VISIT? 

 

Back in March, Andrew Thompson and Sam and Alizee, our French forestry students for a tour of the borders. 

During their three day excursion they visited Wooplaw Community Woodland, Dunbar CW, new members 
Aberlady CW, South West Community Woodland Trust and Tinne Beag Workers Cooperative in Doon of May.  

Each presented a different approach to woodland management and volunteering.  

 
The visit made us think... would any of our member groups like the opportunity to visit other groups and claim a 

subsidy for travel and accommodation? If you would, or perhaps you would like to offer your woodland for visiting, 
please contact Rosslyn directly. 

 BACK TO CONTENTS   

CWA NEW STAFF MEMBER, JOHN PATERSON— Business Development Manager 

 
CWA are delighted to welcome John Paterson onto our staff team.  John started as 

CWA’s Business Development Manager on the 1st of June, and has been finding his feet 
visiting groups and becoming acquainted with everything associated with the Community 

Woodland world.  (contact details at the end of this newsletter) 
 

Previously a Social Enterprise Business Advisor for Lanarkshire Enterprise Services Ltd, 

John will be responsible for establishing and developing our new trading subsidiary . He 
will be working with CEO, Jon Hollingdale, to build capacity within the organisation, 

develop working partnerships, secure contracts, and market development.  
 BACK TO CONTENTS  
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MEMBER NEWS 

BORDERS FOREST TRUST,  JEDBURGH   
FORESTRY & AGRICULTURE AT THE DEVILS BEEF TUB 
 

On the 15th of July 2009, Borders Forest Trust became the proud owner of 

Corehead Farm and a flock of nine hundred Blackface sheep. This auspicious event 
was made possible by an avalanche of donations from our members and from 

individuals who were inspired by a vision for large scale ecological restoration in the 

Southern Uplands. 
 

From the 1st of January 2008 to the end of June 2009, over £700,000 was donated 
towards the Devil’s Beef Tub purchase and we managed to secure a further 

£200,000 towards the management of the land from the Tubney Charitable Trust. 
Our thanks go to everyone involved in this magnificent effort.  

 

 
Since July we have been busy getting to grips with the fact that the Trust has become a farmer, albeit at present we 

rely on our contract farming partners, Brian and Andy Ryder of the neighbouring Newton Farm, for the day to day 
management of our livestock. The Trust has been fortunate in being able to tap into a number of sources of sheep 

management expertise: from Og Jackson, a sheep farmer in the Ettrick Valley who is the husband of BFT Trustee 

Daphne Jackson; Mike Baker, BFT Trustee and ex hill sheep farmer and John Hume, ex of Sundhope Farm in the 
Yarrow Valley who is providing some professional advice on hill farming. 

 
As was articulated in our vision for Corehead, the Trust is committed to reducing the grazing pressure on sections 

of the land and has therefore sold over 320 sheep; 200 ewes and 120 ewe lambs. All of the ewes sold have been 
removed from the Top End heft, an area of land covering some three hundred hectares on the eastern (Hart Fell) 

section of the site. This stock removal is our first step towards reducing sheep grazing pressure to a point where 

plants such as heather and blaeberry can recover and flourish. 
 

We will be working to: produce a draft management plan; raise funds for the post of Corehead Site Manager; and 
to prepare a grant submission to the Scottish Government for tree planting, grazing management and practical 

restoration efforts. Much of the management planning and practical work will be guided by a volunteer Corehead 
Steering Group who provide advice and management input as well as advising on our first steps in community 

engagement. 

 

Corehead presents a remarkable opportunity for Borders Forest Trust. Sincere thanks to everyone who helped 

make this project possible. 
 

Willie McGhee 

Extract from Borders Forest Trust Newsletter For more information on BFT please visit: www.bordersforesttrust.org  
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GORDON COMMUNITY WOODLAND 

GORDON AND WESTRUTHER 
SPECKLED WOOD BUTTERFLY SPOTTED 

 
It’s been busy at Gordon with the group tackling ongoing jobs such as tree tube 

removal, trimming and pruning. One highlight was an interesting butterfly spotted by 

Lisa of BFT while out with trainees at the woodland.  
 

A Speckled Wood was recorded, which for the Borders is quite rare. In general 
more insects have been seen this summer compared to the last two years which is 

encouraging! The group have organised work weekends for New Caledonian 

Woodlands volunteers from Edinburgh, to tackle tree tube removal and coppicing of 
some hazel, oak and willow on the site. 

 
Extract from Borders Forest Trust Newsletter 
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ALVA GLEN HERITAGE TRUST, CLACKMANNAN 
OPEN DAY PROMOTES WOODLAND CRAFT AND MUSIC  
 

In March the sun shone on Alva Glen, and the woodland glade at the 

foot of the glen came alive with the banging of drums, the twirl of the 
pole lathe and smell of hot burgers.  Alva Glen Heritage Trust wanted 

to provide a day that would build further links with the local 

community. To do this the group, with the assistance of CWA, 
brought Henry Fosbrooke of Milton Community Woodland and the 

Woodland Orchestra to Alva. Henry worked with Kenny Grieve of 
Brotus Rural Crafts in the local school for two days preparing a 

wonderful rendition of Mighty Tree.  The song was performed by the 

school children in the Glen to a number of parents, Alva residents 
and group members on Saturday 24th March.    

 
The day was a fantastic networking opportunity for all involved, but 

particularly for Alva Glen Heritage Trust who made links with 
neighbouring woodland groups, local schools and craft people.  

A video of the day is available on YouTube www.youtube.com/user/

commwoods#p/a/u/0/ca48fj501nE and further photos from the day 
can be viewed by visiting: www.piscaweb.google.co.uk/

community.woodlands.photobank 
 

For more information about Alva Glen Heritage Trust please visit: 
www.alvaglen.org.uk  
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KILFINAN COMMUNITY FOREST COMPANY, COWAL  
FUNDRAISING SUCCESS AND CELEBRATIONS IN TIGHNABRUAICH  

 
The Tighnabruaich community is 
celebrating successfully reaching 

their fundraising target of 

£130,000 to buy an area of local 
forest for the community.  

Michaela Hunter, Tighnabruaich 
resident and secretary of 

Kilfinan Community Forest 

Company is delighted that the 
group reached their target with 

just days to spare.   
 

The group have been actively 
fundraising throughout the last 

ten months to allow purchase 

the 125 hectares of National 
Forest Estate from Forestry 

Commission Scotland through 
the National Forest Land 

Scheme (NFLS). Their success is 

testament to the hard work and 
dedication of KCFC over the 

past five years.  
 

50% of the funds raised were allocated by Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) Community Land Unit who were 
impressed by the dedication of the group as well as the strong business plan based around the forest resource. The 

remainder of the funds were raised entirely within the local community through donations, pledges and fundraising 

activities.  
 

The group aim to increase local self-sufficiency, by providing local jobs, land based training initiatives and new 
recreation and education opportunities.  Plans include developing a range of paths to viewpoints; picnic areas; 

parking for bikes and cars; a community composting facility and the creation of allotments in the wood.  A number 

of local homes and businesses will be heated using woodfuel from the forest, and timber will be extracted to aid in 

local construction. Future plans also include the creation of woodland crofts to help attract and retain young people 

and families to live and work local, it is anticipated that the woodfuel generation, timber products and rental 
income the community aim to be self-financing from 2012 onwards.  

 
Michaela and the group recognise that employment is primarily seasonal in the area and inflated house prices often 

mean that families cannot afford to buy, this ultimately puts the local economy under threat, as well as the viability 

of other community facilities, including the local school. 
 

There was further reason for celebration in Tighnabruaich as it was announced that the groups application to the 
Climate Challenge Fund has been approved, this provides the group with an additional £164,000 to get the project 

started. The funds are already in use in the forest, being used to employ carbon reduction officer Sara Maclean, 
who will be working with the local community in making the transformation from fossil fuels to the use of 

sustainable woodfuel. David Blair, director of KCFC said that ―the opportunities in direct ownership and 

development of our woodland cannot be overstated, and we are only limited by our imagination‖.  

 

 
Extract provided by Kilfinan Community Forest Company, photograph from Michaela Hunter.  

For further information on the work of KCFC please visit www.kilfinancommunityforest.com/index.php  
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KINGSBURGH FOREST TRUST  

SKYE 
FUNDING FOR FIREWOOD PROCESSOR  

 

Kingsburgh Forest Trust, thanks to funding from the 

Big Lottery and the Scottish Government's SRDP 
funding scheme, is now the proud owner of a 

firewood processor.  
 

Split logs are priced at £40 per cubic metre plus a 

small delivery charge. Buyers with own transport are 
welcome.  

 
The processor was demonstrated to the members at 

a volunteer day which 14 members attended, not bad 
for a mid winter day in the forest. BBC Alba also took 

an interest and filmed the event which was 

subsequently broadcast on An La early in 2010. 
 

Extract taken from Kingsburgh Forest Trust 

Newsletter, for more information about the 

woodland and the work of the Trust please visit: 

www.kft-skye.org.uk  
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LAIDE & AULTBEA COMMUNITY 

 WOODLAND, ROSS-SHIRE 
VISIT FROM FUND PROVIDERS  

 

In March, Pam Noble, Case Development officer, 

Highland and Islands Enterprise, visited us along with 
Lindsay Campbell (also HIE), to check on how much 

progress we had made since the original purchase. In 

2002, the purchase was assisted by a grant from the 
Land Fund.  And in April, we also had a visit from Liz 

Whiteford, Highland Council LEADER funding, from 
whom had recently received assistance in purchasing our 

latest equipment and second container.   

 
The weather smiled upon us on both occasions, and we 

were able to have a good look around.  All three ladies 
were impressed with the work which has been carried 

out and the progress we have made so far, especially 
with the setbacks we have had. So, a gold star goes to 

everyone who has helped or contributed through 

membership, and that’s an awful lot of people. 
 

Extract from Laide & Aultbea Newsletter, for more 
information please visit: www.laidewood.org.uk 

 
BACK TO CONTENTS  

THE ASSYNT FOUNDATION,  SUTHERLAND  
WOODLAND REGENERATION WITH PIGS  
 

The South Loch Assynt Woodland Regeneration Project, partly funded by the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund, 
aims to use controlled foraging by pigs to aid regeneration of native woodland. A limited trial with young pigs in 

previous years has shown great benefits to regeneration, with the pigs breaking up the bracken beds that were 
shading and out-competing the young tree seedlings, by opening up the grass sward allowing tree seeds to fall onto 

fresh soil aiding germination. We aim to continue this project in 2010. Community members, interested in being 

part of a community stock club, are being asked to share in the costs of ownership and management of pigs to be 

used in this project and to share in the pork and bacon. 

 
Extract taken from Assynt Foundation Winter Newsletter 

For more information about the Assynt Estate and work of the Foundation, please visit: www.assyntfoundation.org 
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CULAG COMMUNITY WOODLAND TRUST,  SUTHERLAND  
LITTLE ASSYNT PATH NOW OPEN  
 

Community Woodland Trust and Culag Enterprises are pleased to announce and celebrate the completion of the 

Little Assynt Path a continuation of the original all abilities path completed in 2006. The final sections of the path 
construction were not easy—the severe winter weather made sure of that! It was touch and go whether another 

helicopter airlift was possible. But this was vital if the remaining materials needed to finish the job were going to 
reach the right spot. In difficult conditions the helicopter pilot did his best to drop the materials where they were 

needed and the path team worked hard to fill in the path tray and that was not easy on the final descent. Go to this 
spot today and you will see a more pristine path. The path is a fantastic achievement made possible by the efforts of 

a lot of people and an official opening event is likely this summer. 

 
Extract from Culag Community Woodland Newsletter.  

For more information on Culag Community Woodland Trust please visit: www.culagwoods.org.uk  
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BURN O’FOCHABERS WOODLAND TRUST  

MORAY  
CHAINSAWS DESCEND AFTER THE FLOODS  

 
The floods of 3/4 September 2009 devastated the village of Fochabers. Two road bridges and a footbridge were 

washed away, but there was also immense damage done to the community woodland that follows the burn through 

the heart of the village. Local tree surgery trainer and assessor, Ron Clowes, said ―The spate was so fierce that it 
undermined tree roots right along the line of the Fochabers Burn. This has left many trees unstable, causing a risk 

to members of the public and threatening adjacent properties. Our priority is to make the woodland walks safe and 
a pleasant place to walk this spring.‖ 

 

Every year public spirited aborists – tree surgeons and planters – designate a worthy cause to mark National Arbor 
Day. On 26 March 2010 over twenty arborists from across the UK will descend on the Burn o’ Fochabers woods 

with their chain saws, ropes and winches, chipping machines and shovels. They will be assisted by local volunteers 
who will also provide hospitality for the visitors. As well as clearing out dead, dangerous and fallen trees, the 

arborists will also be planting over 200 new trees. John Adam, Chairman of the Burn o’ Fochabers Woodland Trust 
said ―We are pleased that such a large team of skilled and highly qualified tree surgeons should have nominated 

Fochabers Woods as their good cause. Local people will soon be able to enjoy the woods again walking from the 

caravan site to the Spey. Along West Street we will be planting trees that will provide a marvellous display of 
blossom each spring and then fruit and seeds for wildlife in the autumn.‖ Local resident and founding trust member, 

Bruce Fettes, said ―We are absolutely delighted to have received generous support from Abbeyfield Society 
Fochabers, a local charity, for this unique event. It has enabled us to buy trees and upgrade paths. Fochabers will 

resound with the sound of shovels and chain saws all day, but we will be left with amenity woodland we can all be 

proud of.‖ 
 

Extract taken from Burn o’Fochabers Woodland Trust Newsletter For more information please contact 
John Adam, e mail : jadam@adslmail.newnet.co.uk. 
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OTHER INTEREST 

FIRE INSURANCE PROVIDERS 
 

Could any member please help!  Dunnet Forestry Trust does not have Dunnet Forest insured for fire; if a 
helicopter was called out to a forest fire we would be liable for all the costs. If your community forest has fire 

insurance would you email me and let me know the cost, what it covers, eg replacement trees, helicopter, etc and 
who the insurer is please contact jam.caithness@btopenworld.com    
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JON HOLLINGDALE:  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER       

jon@communitywoods.org  TEL: 01309 674004 MOB: 07792 028675  

Steading Cottage, Craigfield Farm, Kintessack, Forres Moray. IV36 2SP  

 

DIANE CAMPBELL:   DEVELOPMENT MANAGER               

diane@communitywoods.org   TEL / FAX: 01854 613737  

69 St Valery Place, Ullapool. IV26 2TD  

 

ROSSLYN MILLS   WOODLANDS ADVISOR  

rosslyn@communitywoods.org  TEL: 01324 825695 MOB: 07795 157178  

Flat 4/7 Park Place, Denny, Stirlingshire. FK6 6NN  

 

JOHN PATERSON:  BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER             

business@communitywoods.org   TEL: 01324 559754 

32 Galbraith Crescent, Kinnaird Village, Larbert. FK5 4GZ  

 

CAROLINE DERBYSHIRE: ADMINISTRATOR  

admin@communitywoods.org TEL: 01309 674004  

Steading Cottage, Craigfield Farm, Kintessack, Forres Moray. IV36 2SP  

STAFF CONTACTS  

DUNBAR COMMUNITY WOODLAND GROUP, EAST LOTHIAN  
SUN SHINES ON WOODLAND ARTS EVENT 

  
Dunbar Community Woodland Group and Dunbar Arts Trust  jointly hosted a day of activities in Lochend Woods 

on Sunday 11 April, in glorious sunshine.  Around 100 people enjoyed  exhibits by several local artists, and poetry 
readings led by local poet Colin Will, who added a spring flower and poetry walk around the woodland.  A variety 

of tree seeds, lovingly collected by local artist Susie Goodwin, were planted in egg-shells, to be nurtured before 

planting out. There was acoustic music with a didgeridoo, a wooden xylophone and African drums, as well as 
singing with guitar accompaniment.  Kenny from Brotus Crafts in Fife gave demonstrations and instruction on wood

-turning on his treddle-powered lathe.  Many participants sampled the rustic soups on offer, including Isobel's 
Nettle and Wild garlic - ingredients collected from the woodland, accompanied by home-made bread rolls.   

  

For the wee ones, a fairy trail through the woods was laid on by Community Worker Jo Macnamara, with riddles, 
stories in the 'Fairy Glade', followed by craft sessions making peg-fairies, and fairy biscuits to ice and decorate. 'The 

day was a resounding success' said DCWG convenor Isobel Knox, 'thanks certainly to the fantastic weather, but in 
no small measure to the hard work and dedication of organisers Jo Macnamara and Susie Goodwin, whose 

attention to detail was breath-taking!' 
 

The woods are still hurting a bit from the recent radical thinning, which had upset many in the community.  DCWG 

have been fully occupied distributing all the information on why the 40% felling had to be done - the woodland has 
largely neglected for the last 60 years. The event was a great opportunity to restore harmony between DCWG and 

the community.  As for the flora and fauna, people have already reported finding flowers not seen for many years, 
and the presence of large numbers of birds is evident in the almost deafening chorus. 

  
Article provided by Isobel Knox, please visit www.dunbarwoods.org for information about the group, the woods 

and future events 
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