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1.0 Introduction 
 On a fine Autumn morning 21 people gathered from across 

Aberdeenshire to meet representatives of the Findhorn Hinterland Group, 
Jon Hollingdale of the Community Woodland Association and Antonia 
Dunwoody, the Forest Education Initiative Officer to discuss “What use is 
a Community Woodland? 

 The day was organised into workshop presentations followed by 
questions and answer sessions in the morning, followed in the afternoon 
by visits to the Findhorn Dunelands woodland and the Forres Sanquhar 
Woodlands belonging to the Forres Community Woodlands Trust.   

2.0 Workshop Presentations 
2.1 Jon Hollingdale gave the introduction presentation explaining the 

different roles and purposes community woodlands deliver across 
Scotland. The photos in this presentation provided examples of active 
management groups colourful cultural events and practical issues for 
locally produced wood ranging from firewood to a log construction Visitor 
Centre at Milton Wood, Tain.   

2.2 Davina Thomas’ presentation on the Findhorn Hinterland Group gave us 
a thorough and well photographed record of the group’s activities centred 
around the problems and opportunities of their 10 hectare pinewood on 
sand dunes. Interesting and topical points included: 

• the training up of volunteers to use chain saws to remove pretty 
dense wind-throw trees over a 1.5 hectare site, the use of local 
ponies for haulage of timber and firewood and; 

• a green burial ground as an appropriate use, revenue earner and 
another role for the ponies in leading the funeral cortege.  

• the wealth of wildlife and opportunities to enjoy the entire woodland.   

2.3 Steve Gray described the problems and opportunities of Huntly’s 
Battlehill and Meadows Woods which include wind-throw areas, native 
woodland, re-planting, interest from schools and the local healthy living 
group to get involved in managing the woods and how the arts groups, 
Dudendance and Deveron Arts used the woods for staging events and 
performances.   



2.4 Antonia Dunwoody, the Forest Education Initiative Development Officer 
for the Grampian Forest District described her work with schools and 
communities across Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire, illustrating how 
woodlands both publicly and privately owned contribute to the health, 
education and well-being of nearby communities.    

3.0 Question and Answer Session 
3.1 “How does the economic management of community woodlands on 

a leasehold vary from these in freehold ownership?” – Lorna 
Anness 

 Jon Hollingdale – the management of all community woodlands depends 
upon the management arrangements established by the woodland group 
to help fund woodland works.   

i) Commercial activities can include the production of firewood, wind 
or hydro power schemes which if the wood is leased, the landowner 
would want to have a share of; 

ii) Grant funded activities for capital works. 

Davina Thomas pointed out that Findhorn had a similar approach with 
the landowner getting a share of the pony grazing and the green burial 
fees, while the volunteers who received chain saw training undertook to 
carry out woodland management works in return for the training they had 
received. 

3.2 “What is the average leasing period and how would the 
communities interest in the woodland be protected if the land 
ownership changed?” – Lorna Anness 

Jon Hollingdale – The difference tends to be between private and public 
sector landowners.  Statutory landowners are more comfortable with 
longer lease periods, eg. 25 to 99 years.  Private landowners are more 
complex with 25 to 50 year leases often asked for, including 5 year rent 
reviews.   

3.3 “Is there any indication as to the Forestry Commission’s view on 
selling additional smaller woodland, ie. less than 100 hectares in 
size?” – David Young 

 Jon Hollingdale – The Forestry Commission have a disposal programme 
for selling of remote woods and re-investing the funds raised in buying 
woodland sites closer to communities.   

 A mechanism does exist for the community to negotiate with the Forestry 
Commission to buy one of its woods.   



3.4 “What can people from my age group (mid teens) do?” – Shana 
Henderson 

Davina Thomas – Loads of different activities at Findhorn. There are 
regular work parties which allow teenagers to work in the woodland.  
It’s up to young people to work out what they want to do at the wood.   

Antonia Dunwoody – Invite your teacher to take your class out to the 
woods! An example being a Technology teacher from Mackie Academy, 
Stonehaven held a weeklong bodging event (traditional wood turning 
technique to make tools and furniture) for his S4 technology classes. 
During the same week, upper stages of the local primary schools visited 
the Bodging project and were mentored by the Academy pupils in 
learning some basic skills in bodging.   

Jon Hollingdale – It’s a tried and tested approach across many 
community woodlands to have joint Academy and Primary School 
projects with the older pupils helping and guiding the younger ones.   

 At Forres the bike trails were developed by the young people with the 
support of Chris Piper and the Forres Community Woodland Trust.   

 In the woodland, you have the space, you just need to think about it and 
look for people to help you make your good ideas work.   

4.0 Woodland Work Visits to Findhorn and Sanquhar Woods – 
Forres Community Woodland Trust 

4.1 Visit to Findhorn Woodland (see plan) 

 Fortified by packed lunches provided by the Linden Centre we car shared 
and travelled from Huntly to Findhorn where we were met by Jonathan 
Caddy. Guided by Jonathan we saw for ourselves the 10 hectare 
woodland described by Davina earlier that day. Jonathan explained 
about the Findhorn Hinterland Group as we walked around enjoying the 
Autumn sunshine.   

 The group has: 

i) Over 100 members; 

ii) There’s a £5.00 lifetime membership fee; 

iii) There are about 12 active members who organise monthly events 
and the use of the woods by other groups including schools and 
colleges. 

Funding has come from: 

i) 8 different partners, including the Forestry Commission’s 
‘Woodlands for People’ programme; 

ii) Grazing fees for ponies; 



iii) Firewood from thinning works; 

iv) Green burials at the recently established green burial area.   

Findhorn Woodland Projects have included: 

i) the thinning of invasive gorse and Lodgepole pine for firewood and 
deadwood; 

ii) ‘clearing up’ a wind throw area from a 2005 storm also for firewood 
and deadwood habitat; 

iii) establishing a shelter for helping, Forest School management 
events and to put up publicity information; 

iv) diversifying the woodland with new trees and edible hedges; 

v) A mountain bike project was tried but couldn’t be delivered due to 
health and safety issues.   

Our visit finished at the Earth House which had a really lovely 
atmosphere and where we thanked Jonathan for his help and inspiration.   

4.2 Sanquhar Woods – Forres Community Woodlands Trust 

 Our next visit took us to Sanquhar Woods where we met Chris Piper, Pat 
and Laura from the Forres Community Woodlands Trust. Chris had 
already forwarded to us a plan of the 3 woodlands, Sanquhar, Muiry and 
New Forres Woodlands which form the basis of the Trust’s land holding 
and activities (see attached).   

 The Forres Community Woodland Trust was set up in 2002 to buy the 90 
hectares of woodland from the Forestry Commission on behalf of the 
town’s folk, successfully raising the purchase price money in weeks 
rather than months! 

 After the purchase, the management plan identified the need for a 
mountain bike and trail jumps area along which other traditional 
woodland management works.   

 The trails are very low key blending easily into the woodlands but the 
jumps are something else and looked great fun, especially for someone 
who bounces when they hit the dirt or just do not come off their bike at 
all!  See ‘You Tube.Com – Forres jumps’.  The jumps are graded in order 
of severity, way-marked and you try them at your own risk.  In order to 
get an income stream to fund management works, the Forres Trust are 
also looking at a green burial site.   

 The Forres Group also hold regular woodland management work parties.   

 Our visit finished at the impressive timber shelter which the Forres Trust 
built themselves, where we thanked Chris Piper, Pat and Laura 
Johnstone for the guided tour, their ideas and encouragement. 
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Attendees:  

Name Group 

Shana Henderson  Huntly Youth Forum 

Iona Fyfe Huntly Youth Forum 

Jodie and Dylan Ledingham Huntly Youth Forum 

Maria Perkins Huntly Woodlands Group 

Fi Thomson Huntly Woodlands Group 

Sharon Scapens Huntly Woodlands Group 

Chris Clutterbook Huntly Woodlands Group 

Colin Shepherd Huntly & Strathbogie resident (Archaeologist) 

Tony Gill Huntly Community Council/Woodlands Group 

David Young Friends of Denlethen Woods (Laurencekirk) 

Lorna Anness Aberdeen resident 

Paul Boobeir  Aberdeen resident 

Jon Hollingdale Community Woodland Association 

Davina Thomas Findhorn Dunelands Group 

Judith Berry Findhorn Dunelands Group 

Antonia Dunwoody Forest Education Initiative  

Steve Gray Aberdeenshire Council Planning 

Helen Young Aberdeenshire Council Ranger 

Fiona Chirnside Aberdeenshire Council Planning 

Eva Sparreboom Forestry Commission Grampian Conservancy 
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