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FCS BRIEFING NOTE ON AWARENESS of
Chalara fraxinea – Chalara dieback of ash in Great Britain
UPDATE issued on 30th OCTOBER 2012
We previously issued FCS Briefing Note 7 on the 8th October to raise your awareness of a new threat to
tree health, the highly destructive Chalara dieback of ash trees, caused by the Chalara fraxinea fungus.
We now issue further advice explaining what new legislation will mean for woodland owners in Scotland
and we give detailed guidance about alternative species that can be planted during the period of ash
movement restrictions.
The UK Government introduced legislation on Monday 29 October 2012 to introduce requirements to
protect Great Britain’s ash trees against the threat from the Chalara fraxinea (C. fraxinea) fungus, including
its sexual stage, Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus (H. pseudoalbidus). The legislation will restrict imports
and movements of ash plants and seeds to those originating in pest-free areas, and because no country
has declared a pest-free area for C. fraxinea, this effectively means a total ban on imports and
movements.
What will the legislation permit and prohibit?
The proposed emergency will:








Prohibit all imports of ash plants, trees and seeds into Great Britain until further notice;
Prohibit all movements of ash plants, trees and seeds within Great Britain until further notice;
Prohibit movement within Great Britain of logs and firewood from sites with confirmed Chalara
fraxinea infection which have been served with a Statutory Plant Health Notice;
Continue to permit logs, woodchips and firewood, which pose a very low risk of disease
transmission especially when they are kiln dried, to be imported from EU countries. In the unlikely
event that this material is found to contain infection, action such as destruction will be ordered;
Continue to permit movements within Great Britain of sawn ash timber, which poses a very low risk
of disease transmission.
continue to permit imports of sawn ash timber from certain countries abroad under existing
regulations against the forestry pest Emerald Ash Borer. These require the material to be
accompanied by official phytosanitary (plant health) certificates declaring that the material either
originated in areas known to be free of EAB or that the wood is bark-free (which addresses the
Chalara risk as well) before entering GB. Imported woodchips and bark of ash material have the
same certification requirements as for wood, but the alternative to originating in an area of freedom
is that the material has been processed into pieces of not more than 2.5cm thickness and width.

Further details can be found,
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara

and

regular

updates

will

appear,

on

our

FC

webpages:

What is happening next?
The intention is to collate GB-wide information about the current location, and any future spread, of Chalara
dieback of ash. This will enable strategic decisions to be taken across country borders while also enabling
Scotland to exercise its devolved responsibilities for plant health. Accordingly, surveys are underway of all
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nurseries and planting sites in receipt of plants from potentially infected sources since 2007, as are surveys
around the two confirmed infections in Scotland (one planting site and one nursery). Combined with
surveys of ash sites indentified as having potential tree health issues during the National Inventory survey
and the Scottish Native Woodland survey, this work will help confirm whether Chalara dieback has entered
the wider, natural environment in Scotland. To-date there is no indication it has.
As more evidence is gathered from surveys throughout Scotland and the rest of GB, the GB Outbreak
Management Team (which includes representatives from the Scottish Government, Forestry Commission
Scotland, Forest Research and SNH) will be able to develop a long-term strategy for dealing with this
disease.
Implications for infections:
1.
If you are applying for grant aid, or have an approved contract for planting with ash then you may
wish to consider alternative species and should discuss the administration procedures with your local FCS
Conservancy office.
2.
In relation to grant reclaim we will continue to look at each case to assess the circumstances
surrounding any crop failure. We will also continue to offer owners the opportunity to rectify any failures
before seeking to reclaim grant.
3.
Now that winter is almost upon us and leaf fall from ash is well advanced (spore production takes
place on leaf stalks in the summer following leaf drop), and until the distribution of Chalara in the wider
countryside is better understood (via current surveys), any further infections found in Scotland this winter
are likely to be placed under containment via SPHNS (i.e biosecurity and no movement of ash plant
material from those sites) rather than destruction via SPHNs.

Alternative species to ash for planting
The annex to this note provides details of alternative species to ash for planting. A copy of this guidance
will also be placed on the FCS website with links from the SRDP Woodland Creation guidance pages.
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Annex:
Alternative species to ash for planting in native woodlands.
Background
Advice has recently been issued by FC about the action being taken to respond to the risks of infection of
ash trees with the Chalaria fraxinea fungus.
Imports and movements of ash within GB are now restricted by UK Government legislation and land
managers may wish to seek alternatives to ash for planting until this situation changes.
Aim
To advise people on alternative species appropriate for various native woodland types where ash is not
available or not guaranteed as disease-free.
Scope
Planting in new or existing native woodlands, where the aim is to create, maintain or restore native
woodland habitats, in the following cases:






New native woodland planting, including schemes planted under SRDP Woodland Creation or Land
Managers Options.
replanting in existing native woods
planting in PAWS sites to restore to native woodlands
planting to help convert non-native woods to native woods
planting of patches of native woods in conifer forests in accordance with UKFS and Biodiversity
Guidelines requirements (a minimum of 5% native broadleaved trees and shrubs%).

The guidance does not cover those woods where production of broadleaved wood/timber is the main aim,
but one or more of the alternative native species listed may be suitable in many of these cases.
Alternative species in native woodland types that typically include ash
Guidance on the choice of species for new native woodland planting is set out in detail in FC Bulletin 112,
(available from FC publications), which describes the species characteristic of each main woodland type
that is likely to be planted. The guidance is based on the National Vegetation Classification which derived
from sampling semi-natural woods and other habitats throughout GB.
The main types of native woodland in which ash is typically found in Scotland are shown in the table below.
For each type the full range of trees and shrubs which are native in Scotland are listed, divided into major
and minor species.
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Table: Trees and shrubs native to Scotland in native woodland types where ash is typically found.
(from FC Bulletin 112 , Creating new native woodlands)
Native
woodland type

W8 (Lowland
mixed
broadleaved
woodland
with dog’s
mercury)*1

W9 (Upland
mixed
broadleaved
woodland
with dog’s
mercury)*2

Characteristic
major and
minor tree and
shrub species
*5

ash

ash

pedunculate
oak
sessile oak
wych elm
hazel
hawthorn

(Major species
in bold)

W7(Alderash
woodland
with yellow
pimpernel)
*4

W6 (Alder
woodland
with
stinging
nettle)*4

alder

alder

downy birch

W10
(Lowland
mixed
broadleaved
woodland
with
bluebell/wild
hyacinth)*3
pedunculate
oak
sessile oak

ash

grey sallow

rowan
hazel
sessile oak
wych elm

silver birch
hazel
hawthorn
rowan

grey sallow
hazel
hawthorn
downy birch

downy birch
silver birch

alder
bird cherry

holly
downy birch

rowan

pedunculate
oak
hawthorn
elder
grey sallow

wych elm

goat willow
pedunculate
oak
sessile oak

elder
ash
downy birch
pedunculate
oak
holly
goat willow

ash
gean
crab apple
aspen
elder
guelder rose
blackthorn
whin/gorse
broom

rowan
holly
bird cherry
elder
guelder rose
blackthorn
bay willow

guelder rose
blackthorn
purple willow

Alluvial
terraces in
mature river
valleys,
disturbed and
enriched
floodplains,
silting loch
margins.
Moist alluvial
soils, enriched
fen peats.

holly
crab apple
gean
grey sallow
aspen
elder
guelder rose
blackthorn
goat willow
Typical terrain

Lowland valley
slopes; mainly
eastern.

Ravine and
valley sides
and heads;
often rocky.

Valley bottoms
and gentle
valley slopes
on lowland
coastal
margins; mainly
eastern

Mainly valley
sides and hillslopes with
flushes;
streamsides.

Soil types

Base-rich
brown earths
and base-rich
groundwater
gleys

Calcareous
and basic
brown earths
and base-rich
surface water
gleys

Brown earths
and base-poor
ground water
gleys

Base-rich
gleys and
flushed brown
earths

*1

hawthorn

Part of the UK priority woodland type called: Lowland mixed deciduous woodland.

*2 The UK priority habitat type called upland mixed ashwoods
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*3 Part of priority habitat type Lowland mixed deciduous woodland. Also found locally in the lowland
margins in the priority types: upland oakwoods and upland birchwoods.
*4 Part of the UK priority habitat type called Wet woodlands.
*5 Major species = Species to be planted more frequently; each should be present in at least half of
individual sites (or individual patches within larger sites or planting schemes). Collectively they should make
up over half of the eventual canopy cover.
*5 Minor species = Species which could feature less frequently; each should be present in less than half
of individual sites (or patches in larger schemes). Collectively they should make up less than half of the
eventual canopy cover.

Each woodland type has considerable flexibility in the mix of species that can be used. The table should be
used to consider possible alternatives when ash planting is not possible or the risks are considered to be
too high.
Possible addition of ash at a later stage should be considered as well as the chances of natural
colonisation by ash occurring.
Example of using this guidance for adjusting plans for planting a new native woodland
A planting scheme for a new native woodland in the Scottish uplands includes various base rich areas
suited to creating the W9 woodland type. In these areas the agent has identified ash as a suitable species
and has planned for 30% of these areas to be ash with a mix of 4-5 other trees and shrubs including sessile
oak, alder, downy birch, rowan and hazel.
The agent substitutes the ash with a mix of a slightly higher amount of the other major species, as well as
adding 5-10% of three of the minor species which had not previously been included: wych elm, bird cherry
and hawthorn. The overall diversity of the scheme is actually increased as a result.
How does this guidance apply to existing native woods and PAWS restoration?
The table and guidance applies equally well to existing woods as to new woods, in cases where the aim is
to maintain, improve or restore native woodlands. The use of natural regeneration is often preferable where
practical in these situations and ash may colonise or expand in this way.
If there is a risk of loss of currently established mature ash to Chalara infection what can I do to
maintain the native woodland?
Consider diversifying the species composition, using the Table, to help spread the risks. This is also a good
idea in general to help adaptation to climate change and resilience to other pests and diseases.
What about use of non-native species to Scotland like sycamore and beech?
In creating new native woods there are plenty of alternative native species as the Table shows. This type
of woodland aims to expand priority habitat types and therefore beech and sycamore should not be planted
in them.
In existing native woods and PAWS sites the mix of objectives and current composition and condition
should guide choices. For example in a wood where ash is already a large component now and some
mature beech and sycamore are already present, these could be managed to retain them as an insurance
against large scale loss of canopy and timber revenue if the ash were to rapidly succumb to Chalara.
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This consideration needs to be balanced with assessing the chances of increasing the spread of beech or
sycamore into places where they would not be desirable.
Similar thinking may apply to a lesser degree to non-native conifers in PAWS sites or native woods,
although there are none of these that directly substitute for ash on the same base rich site-types.
In any case any retention of existing non-natives should be accompanied by a strategy of adding more
alternative native species for future diversity and options, based on the Table above.
What about planting of native broadleaves as a biodiversity component of conifer forests as
required by the UKFS?
The table can also be used to guide species choice and there should be no need for non-native species to
be used for this purpose.
Seed sources and choice of provenance
For any planting of native species the guidance in FCS guidance note ‘Seed sources for planting native
trees and shrubs in Scotland’ should be followed.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/infd-6uue3l

Forestry Commission Scotland
October 2012
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